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4aman le Rearmament and the movement of fernier military offioers 

1. Hattori group mad otherat

Most of the former officers MA living on a margin worrying about

tomorrow's bread. Therefore, they do not bare the time to think about

such things as the procedure of rearmament. Those who do have such

time who are watching the chime to assume leadership whence -

szsenent. is realised, belong,to what is knOl; as the Hattori group,

The Hattori Group is centermiaxound former Colonel HATTORI, who

was the Chief of !laming gention, Imperial GHQ, at the outbreak of 	 .

the Pacific War. and the pi-S=1pm' members thereof are at present officially

employed either by the Historical Record Section of the Demobilisation

Bureau or by the Historical Section, GHQ, SOAP. row are assisting
	 I i

the compilation of the war history - of MacArthmland at. the same time,
r

are sating as 'General Willoughby'. Intelligence Agent, and are continuing

to be active wren after the General's return to the States.

We do not *mow for (sonata whether these people are studying the

reminiscent problem with the understanding and the approval of the Odouletion

authorities. When the Police Reserve Pone was established, these people

tried to assume important posts with the help of General Willoughby, and

this became instrumental in their study of the rearmament problem. There..

fore, WI assumption is that the group vas more than slightly influenced

by General Willoughby,

La Octoberl, 1931, approximately 400 former army and navy officers.

of senior rank entered the Police Reserve Pone and it is becoming clear
7.7-777=7=r-, 7==r=

that these former officers will be the main body of the force, Which will

6,47460704,
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emotes:14 be rieorganised into ground farce divisions. This fact is maim

the **elms of the Hattori OrompVery impatient, as their hope of becomin g	 .4

the manpower in Japan's rearmsmint hes-leen 'battered.

The characteristic of thelmisonnel organimation of the Hattori

. group is the fact that it is composed ofjormer staff.offiners of the •

of planning field were traditionally influential. and there was a string

teidener to lot* down on the staff officers of Intelligenes, Transportation

and Communications. The Planning staff officers were dogmatic and abstract

in their way Of thinking, and they alao had the feeling of being the
i•

most -important peep].. Consequently. it took that. on the whole, a log

time to adjust themselves to the post-ear society. And those who yore

the last to adjust themselves belong to the Batteni Oromp. It cant*

easily understood from the above-mentioned trends that Some of the

members of the Rattail Group are highly conceited, professing that the

rearsement can never be accomplished without them, and also that their

idea of rearms:lent. which we shall state later, is based on a narrow

viewpoint.

Moreover, if the Hattori Group did begin to take definite stage

the Primotor of rearmament, there is a great possibility of them receiving

strong apposition from the public opinion. One reeks for this is, that

the two well known members, Mt. MISHIMA and Mt. IMOTO were the former

aides to Premier Tojo. and the public will receive the impression that

the rearmament Will M6aU the return of Tojo militarise. 120114000E reason

ie that they tried to assume important posts in the Police Reserve Porde

itgeRt4CtiEr
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a MAY KMwhen It was first established under the instruction of General Shepherd (1)

Of OM The anti-Rattori group feeling is very strong in the Diet,

bocauss of their above-steted shady and underhand movement. Recently,

there are ;Isenberg among the Hattori Gronp, who have sensed such an

atmosphere and have expressed that it will be extremely difficult for thea

to gut important posts when rearmament takes place.

2. The Rearmament problem studied at Watanabe Economic Research Institutes

" As against the Hattori Group, the rearmament problem is being studied

on the civilian side ky Watanabe Economic Research Institute (4th floor

of the Tokyo Chamber of Gormeroe and Industry). The head of the Institute,

Mi. Watanabe, is well knewn for his strong opposition stand which he took.

against the Red labor offence, as the post-war President of-Taho Cd4Prmi.

In this Institute. research is being dons with Mr. Cirmasomi ISO& (former

Major General). Mr. Zenshiso EMIRS. (Former Chief of Ravel Affairulltureen)

and Mr. Shigeru rIUDGMli (former Tice dduiral) as the center figures. It

is an acospted fact among he former arMY People that Mt. IMAM, who has

recently been released from Sugamo paean, is an extremely clear-minded

person. I do .not know such about the two former AdmrfOls.

The big difference between this group and the Hattori Group. AA*

dorm not Winds former naval officers and consists only of former Ow

officers of senior rank, is that this group is organised brganirels and

adrirals. Moreover, their attitude is not secretive like the 24ori

Group, and adopt an attitude of listening to the opinion of people from

all fields. Therefore, there are maw who =Toot that a reliable plan 

will be produced by them.
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3. The rearmament plan of the Hattori Group
I haws not yet had the Mime to me the "Basle Ideas of Japan's

rearmament" drafted by the Hattori Group, as it is libelled secret. Rut

an outline of it can be gathered from "Intervisilith go-Colonel EP

altablished in the October 21 issue of mama Asa (Weekly Aeahl). According

to this magazine, Ex-Colonel R. considers the estilittion aver-41ms -
military strength to be most important, and this be figures to be

approximately 50 divisions. On the assumption ilma a three fa increase

will be made to obtain this 50 divisions, he etrong3y14vooates misintAining

a standing army of 17 division,.

An exhaustive study of the international situation, particularly that
of the military situation in the Ear Zest is loadng in the above-stated -

plan. Needless tosay, the study Of the international situation plms an

important part in deciding the scale, prOdedure and speed of Japan's

rearmament. In the Batten Group, there is none vho has specialized in

Intelligence. Their analyeis of the international situation is therefor.

insufficient. According to what has been disclosed by one member of the

group. It is said that the Hattori Group is judging the Soviet formate

attack japan in the event of Worldlier III to be 3.5 to 20 divisions. Should.

this be so, it appears that they are making an overestimated judgment.

The members of the Sattori Chomp are stressing that rearmament can only
be moompliehed through the hands of former °Moms. And, moreover, thaer

!peak in a wee ef only the Hattori 'Group is capable of managing it. MIT

invariably cite the emsample of the Toussaint of Germany ant the forming of

the Red Army immediately after World Mar I and emphasise the role of officers

=is
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in rearoment. In the ease of Japan's Mamment, they are not Wing

match maids ation as to the existence and assistame and guidance of
the V. Si Mthorities based on the spirit efts Security Pact between

tba United States 'and japes. &stars contaelating to push forward re-
armament on their Miiittive. &wordiest° their idea, the dammender,itm.

are wing to bare !Oilier Onsrai-Sadam Slill0011 assumethis post.

Mr. maces le also ortglnatkr Of thc •plimining glow, and has held the

post of Minister of Warismodiately after the termination of the mar.

The Bettori droop is esstasiming that the minimum form necessary

must be maintained even if the national„,budget should be WU:dent. On'

this point they hold the *mato° of 'the national defense first', which is

tie same ides entertained by former military anthorittes. They are therefore,

covertly oritftlising Premier Yoshida, who is not rushing for maroon*.

The active elements of that group are even saying that Premier nem'

should retire.

The Hattori Group ,. Idea Is influencing political parties, for example,

the argument of a ground fore, of 20 divisions by Mt. ISBIDA 'of the Democrats

, and Mr. RATOYM oethe Liberals is hosed on the opinion of Mr. RATZORI

and his lOt.

Pmeafth undertaken tp. ilutanale Roonomio Research Institutes

WItanabalrionamic Reeser* Institute, isms ateamentioned,' at present

engaged in forming a plm by widely inquiring the opinion of people of

'bank- given soak"	 ars -
118 SO:Low
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(1) Whether the fundamenteasharactsr of rearsreeent will be a

National Wens* Force or a Police Toros of the Unitediations,
If it 10 to be a Patios Yorce of the United Nations, then thoie May arise

ths possibility of .despatehing !brawl oversoaa. dspending on the inter-

national situation. Not OnlY that, it may *miss-develop that Japan Will

May are, therefore, giving serious skid, as to the fundamental character of
P *1115..ntt-Aq-.‘

rearmament provided that it 	 to boa. National Defame Forme but will

rejact it if it is to be a force for overseas' operation.

(2) 2ho possibility of an invasion by the Ned borese • and if mm. the,
judgment as to the anticipated strength of forces endplace of invasion.

(Theis situation of the invading Ibroma is smaller theft that of tPo'Rattori
)rosp, and as judging that althosgOL an attack on Obkraido can't,. considered.,

the possibility of an 8*ton:ton MOushu Os small).
'6

(3) The scale of air raid on Japan and judgment as to the targets, 7-

thereof. (2heit are judging that the viainitioWof the U. S. bases in Japan

vill timely* damage, but the possibilitrofindisoilminated boabing of 1

, cities is small).

(4) Problem portaining to rearmoment and Japan's IiinclaY.
Niceasari mweasos for rearmament.

As aforementiomod, the principle of !the National litigate first!
!

is strong: the ides of the Ilettori Group. Moreover, thmi appear to hove
:

no defini . ()Anion as to the menses required: for armament. as there is •

aineiiii- ias-goidlignileN51551-6Min60p. Tiosts--.4robleskr:heves,e,re.7,e4er,,....._„_„±.._..._. _:.,,,,,,

tamed of,tho'reoults of the future studies of Watansho Noonomic(!.;esearch

Institute.
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it the present moment, figural which appeer withoritative for expenses

obw808 for rearmed are those of the report presented to ONQ, by former

r.:o1onellARARARA4 fbrmerly in charge of miterials for munitions, malitor

Affairs Section, Ministry of War. This report is apparently confidential.

but =lording to what has been diicloied tram a certain seurce. the Stigine

-qftnthwzreporirkiwas421190.0ft,

(1) Sony to be based on the premise that thewar expenditure will

be 400 .million dollars... 4 (This fire has been Provided from some scarce

in QM, SOAP.)

(2) The expense for establaabIag one division oprosinstiely 20,000)

will be epproximately 30 billion yen..

.Annuad maintenance expense per head will be 250.000 to 300,000 inn.

"(4) Using half of ths facilities of former arsenals end apart of

that of private industry, a force, the ma gas of which viii be eirsregla

2400, warships 200,000 tons, ground force 10 divisions, viii begin to be

...heirs! from the keetisabwg of 1952.	 .

The approximate date of completion will be 1958 for droliod forwma*

1960 for navy. 1962 for aft• !brae. Only three years will be required in

the case of organised:4round Throes wily.

As stated above, it is cOldered that the figure of aPProximatelr

30 billion en will provide a rough satiation foi . the sest of establishing

one divieion of &road fOralli

6. Date of rearmamentt

.77777:77TIsr--thiof-theAoyerjuleat- 7.3ecaion.' _0144 has clearly stated to

the approximately 400 forger officials:who:entered the Police Reserve Vora,

on October 1, 1951 that the said force will be reorganised as a groand

I
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force division in the future. It is said, howskf, that be did not

uentic4 the dsts.

The former officers are Judging frog their owustandpoint that the

oemplotion of& ground Oros dIvlsion viii be around 1053. Their reasons: 0

0 (1) Two rears will haw. avoid olhoo the establithment of the

PolicaReserwo Zeros br the autumn of 1952, at vhieh date contracts viii

t.rminate.	 ng advan	 of	 opportunity. nilitary p.rsoanols

will-ProMegbly, be recruited. (The object of the Majority of the present

perminnel in the Deserve Pores is to obtain the retirement allennueoe of

60,000 yen.),

(2) The tern of the present Diet members will- expire at the ginning

of 1953 and a general election will them:take p•ea•. The political

parties will probably not take up Cho problem: of rearmament *orlon:Ale

prior to the ekeotion4	 (

The former officers are judging from the Words of the aforementioned

Chief Of Government Section, GHQ, SOAP, that steps vill first be Wan to

strengthen the Police Reserve Pores and than to reorganiz4 it as aground

faro,. Therm are also a Considerable number of former officers Who stress

that it is now about tine to start gradually the training of pilots for

the establishment Of the More Air Force. ,9

3 November- 1951.
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